ALABAMA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
TITB Joppa District tree trimming, brush removal, and mulching contract for Marshall and Cullman Counties. Bid # 41

Purpose:
The purpose of this TITB (Transportation Invitation to Bid) is to establish a tree trimming, brush removal, and mulching MA for the North Region – Guntersville Area – Joppa District. This MA will only be used by the Alabama Department of Transportation, through the Model Procurement Act.

Award:
This MA will be single awarded to the bidder offering the lowest price for all line items.

Bid submission instructions:
Bids must be submitted to bids@dot.state.al.us by 5:00pm on the “Expiration” date shown on the ALDOT Procurement of Supplies and Nonprofessional Services webpage.  Link provided below.
https://www.dot.state.al.us/business/Procurementsupplies.html 

Contract period:
Establish a 12-month contract with an option to extend for a second, third, fourth, and fifth 12-month period with the same pricing, terms and conditions. The second, third, fourth, or fifth 12-month period, if agreed by both parties, would begin the day after the first, second, third, or fourth 12-month period expires. Any successive extension must have written approval of both the state and vendor no later than 30 days prior to expiration of the previous 12-month period.

Indemnity: Contractor shall be fully liable for the actions of its agents, employees, officers, partners, and Subcontractors, and shall fully indemnify, defend, and save harmless the Division, Eligible Users, and the State of Alabama from all claims, losses, suits, actions, damages, and costs of every name and description arising out of Contractor’s performance of this Contract caused by any intentional act or negligence of Contractor, its agents, employees, officers, partners, or Subcontractors, without limitation; provided, however, that the Contractor shall not indemnify for that portion of any claim, loss, or damage arising hereunder due to the sole fault of the Division, Eligible Users, or the State of Alabama. The parties agree that if there are any limitations of the Contractor’s liability, including a limitation of liability clause for anyone for whom the Contractor is responsible, such limitations of liability will not apply to injuries to persons, including death, or to damages to property.

Non-appropriation of funds:
Continuation of any agreement between the State and a bidder beyond a fiscal year is contingent upon continued legislative appropriation of funds for the purpose of this bid and any resulting agreement. Non-availability of funds at any time shall cause any agreement to become void and unenforceable and no liquidated damages shall accrue to the state as a result. The State will not incur liability beyond the payment of accrued agreement payment.

Proration:
Any provision of a contract resulting from this bid to the contrary notwithstanding, in the event of failure of the State to make payment hereunder as a result of partial unavailability, at the time such payment is due, of such sufficient revenues of the State to make such payment (proration of appropriated funds for the State having been declared by the governor pursuant to Section 41-4-90 of the Code of Alabama 1975), the contractor shall have the option, in addition to the other remedies of the contract, of renegotiating the contract (extending or changing payment terms or amounts) or terminating the contract.

Quantity:
The exact quantity of each item is unknown. The Department of Transportation does not guarantee the State will buy any amount. Orders will be placed by the agency as needed and they will be given complete shipping instructions.

Bid Requirement:
All bids must include the unit price for every line item. An awarded vendor may offer volume discounts for large quantity purchases.

Price Escalation:
If, during the performance of this contract, the price of the material significantly increases, through no fault of the vendor, a price increase may be considered based upon product cost ONLY.  Documentation of the price increase is required from the manufacturer.  All price increases must be approved by both the state and the vendor in writing.  Any de-escalation in price shall be passed onto the state immediately while still meeting all specifications, terms, and conditions of the contract.  

Requested information:
Any additional information requested from a vendor must be furnished within five (5) days from receipt of request.

General Requirements: 
All material and work completed must be in compliance with the ALDOT Standard Specifications for Highway Construction and the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD), latest adopted edition.

1.0 Contractor Requirements – General

1.1 Pursuant to Section 34-8-1 of the Code of Alabama, each bidder must submit with their bid proof of licensing through the Alabama State Board of Licensing for General Contractors, with approved maximum bid limits sufficient to cover the bid related to this specification. Contractor must be licensed in an area of work appropriate to the work scope applicable to this bid process. Failure to comply will be cause for rejection of the bid. A copy of the contractor’s current year license will expedite the evaluation process.

1.2 Each bidder must submit with his bid proof of liability insurance in the minimum amount of $1,000,000 per occurrence and $2,000,000 aggregate. Each bidder shall provide proof of workers’ compensation insurance sufficient to satisfy all legal requirements of the State of Alabama. Failure to provide this documentation with the bid package will be cause for rejection of the bid.

1.3 In accordance with Section 41-16-59 of the Code of Alabama, the successful bidder on this solicitation is restrained from assigning or subcontracting any portion of the work under this contract.

1.4 Contract will be awarded on an “all or none” basis to the lowest responsible vendor who, during the course of bid evaluation, is found to be the lowest responsible bidder.

1.5 The vendor shall indemnify and hold harmless the State, the Department, and their officers and employees from all suits, actions, or claims of any character brought because of any injuries or damages sustained by any person or property due to the operations of the vendor; because of neglect in safeguarding the work; through use of unacceptable materials; or due to any act, omission, or misconduct of the vendor. Funds due to the vendor may be retained as necessary by the Department until such claims are resolved, unless satisfactory proof of adequate insurance coverage is provided.

1.6 The successful bidder must, prior to award, provide the State of Alabama with a performance bond in the amount of $100,000.00.

1.7 Each bidder must be able to document a minimum of three (3) years’ experience in successful management of tree trimming/removal operations of similar size, nature, and scope, including valid references and current contact information.

2.0 General Terms & Conditions

2.1 All workmanship shall be of professional quality and meet standards generally accepted in the trade. Work is subject to inspection and approval by the Area Maintenance Engineer, District Administrator, or their designee, and must comply with the Alabama Department of Transportation Standard Specifications (current edition), as well as applicable drawings and provisions.

2.2 This work will be performed under traffic conditions requiring special care. Traffic control shall be the responsibility of the contractor and must comply with the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD) and applicable standards. All personnel exposed to roadway traffic must wear high-visibility apparel meeting ANSI 107-2020 Class 3 Level 2 standards.

2.3 During bid evaluation, references may be required to determine contractor experience and capability. Failure to provide acceptable qualifications will result in rejection of the bid.

2.4 Requirements for erosion and stormwater control are provided in Article 107.21 and Section 665 of the Standard Specifications for Highway Construction (2026 Edition) and must be followed throughout the project.

2.5 The contractor shall comply with all applicable local, state, and federal laws regarding disposal of materials removed from rights-of-way.

2.6 Tree trunks and limbs four (4) inches or greater in diameter shall be removed from the site by the end of the workday unless otherwise approved.

2.7 The contractor shall not damage vegetation or terrain designated to remain undisturbed. Any damage shall be repaired at no additional cost.

2.8 If work is required outside the right-of-way, appropriate permits must be obtained. The contractor shall not enter private property without permission and is responsible for restoration of any damaged property.

2.9 ALDOT ROW fence shall not be disturbed without prior approval. Any damage must be repaired immediately, and no fence shall be left down overnight.

2.10 Prices shall include all equipment, materials, labor, and incidentals required to complete the work. Quantities are estimates only and do not guarantee minimum or maximum work.

2.11 The contract period shall be twelve (12) months from the date of award, with options to renew for up to four additional one-year periods under the same terms.

2.12 All disturbed areas shall be restored to original or better condition, including vegetation establishment.

2.13 A minimum of 72-hour response time is required for mobilization after a work order is issued.

2.14 Contractor shall begin work within seven (7) calendar days of receiving notice to proceed and continue work until completion, subject to acceptable delays.

2.15 Contractor must notify ALDOT of intended work schedule at least four (4) days prior to beginning work.

2.16 No work shall occur during designated holiday periods or special events as determined by ALDOT.

2.17 ALDOT reserves the right to suspend work for non-compliance.




3.0 Scope of Work

3.1 Work includes tree trimming, removal, brush cutting, disposal, erosion control, herbicide treatment, stump grinding, and related operations within designated limits.

3.2 Work items shall follow minimum hour and mileage requirements as defined per work order.

3.3 The administrator will designate work locations and limits.

3.4 Stumps shall be removed or treated as specified, including grinding or herbicide application where required.

3.5 Brush cutting includes clearing vegetation using appropriate tools and maintaining proper surface conditions.

3.6 Tree trimming/removal will be paid at bid price and includes all associated work and materials.

3.7 Boom cutting includes mechanical trimming to maintain clear sightlines and remove vegetation safely.

3.8 Tree base removal includes excavation and restoration of affected areas.

4.0 Sequence of Construction

4.1 Install traffic control devices per MUTCD.
4.2 Install erosion controls.
4.3 Clear and grub as directed.
4.4 Seed, mulch, and sod as required.
4.5 Remove and properly dispose of debris.
4.6 Remove all temporary controls upon completion.


5.0 Inspection

5.1 Inspectors shall be provided by the District Administrator.
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